
 

 

April 10, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo Ambassador Kelly Craft 

Secretary of State                                     Representative of the United States of America 

U.S. Department of State  to the United Nations 

2201 C Street, N.W.                                 United States Mission to the United Nations 

Washington, D.C. 20230                              799 United Nations Plaza 

 New York, NY 10017 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

  

We write to express our dismay at the deteriorating situation in northwestern Syria and call for 

the Trump Administration to enhance diplomatic and foreign assistance efforts to respond to the 

humanitarian catastrophe in Idlib. 

The United Nations (UN) Security Council’s emergency meeting on February 6, 2020 made 

clear that the recent military escalation in northwest Syria has resulted in what many have feared 

would become the worst humanitarian crisis since this conflict began.  The situation in Idlib is a 

painful reminder that the violence in Syria is far from over, and further action is required from 

the international community to mitigate the ongoing humanitarian disaster.   

The impact on Syrian civilians has been unconscionable.  Idlib holds roughly three million 

people—the majority of whom are children—and terrified civilians have fled the military 

bombardment only to be trapped in an ever-shrinking space near the sealed Turkish border.  

According to the UN, since December 1, 2019, nearly one million people, half of them children, 

have been displaced and forced to flee their homes in the dead of winter.  Those lucky enough to 

find shelter live in overcrowded conditions often without basic necessities such as electricity and 

running water.  Those that cannot find suitable shelter are often forced to sleep in tents or out in 

the open as temperatures drop below freezing.  Small children are freezing to death in their 

mothers’ arms.  The United States must not turn a blind eye to the suffering of the Syrian people. 

The Assad regime, backed by Russia and Iran, have violated ceasefires and flagrantly 

disregarded international humanitarian law throughout the Syrian conflict, including in their 

assault on Idlib.  Exacerbating an already-dire humanitarian catastrophe, they have targeted 

hospitals, schools, shelters, health clinics, and residential areas.  Additionally, reports from the 

limited remaining hospitals in Idlib show that Assad deliberately targets children—not Islamist 

extremists or militant rebels—on a daily basis.   

As a result of the recent fighting in Idlib, the World Health Organization (WHO) reports that at 

least 53 medical facilities have stopped operations, further straining a system where only 46 

percent of health facilities were fully operational before the assault. To make matters worse, the 

first confirmed case of COVID-19 has been reported in Syria.  While the WHO recently began 

testing in Idlib, we fear that this pandemic, which has overwhelmed fully operational healthcare 




